
SWELL (Swimming, Wellness, Events, Leisure, and Lifestyle) 
is Palmerston’s largest infrastructure project to date.
Situated 20km south-east of Darwin, Palmerston is predicted to be the fastest 
growing region in the Northern Territory over the next decade, with annual 
predicted growth to exceed 2.4%. With this level of forecast growth, the sole 
existing public pool in the region (the 50m concrete pool at the Palmerston 
Leisure Centre, now SWELL) has been identified as insufficient to support 
adequate water activity and wellness.

The key drivers in the development of SWELL were promoting community 
health and wellness, building community connectedness, embracing inclusive 
community, and fostering safe communities. To achieve these goals, the 
creation of other pools beyond the refurbishment of the 50m pool were 
imperative. This includes a new warm water program pool – ideal for swimming 
lessons, a new leisure pool – comprised of both zero depth zone and shallow 
body of water, perfect for water introduction, and a multi-level adventure play 
obstacle course – designed to test balance, develop problem solving, and be a 
lot of fun will make SWELL a multi-generational destination.

To account for population growth and ensure inclusive accessibility, disability 
ramps were included in both the refurbished 50m pool and the new warm 
water program pool (in addition to traditional ladders). This makes water activity 
accessible for all, whether it is swimming laps, attending an exercise class or 
simply cooling off.

SWELL Palmerston

LOCATION
Palmerston, 
Northern Territory

CLIENT
Jaytex Construction

DETAILS
Redevelopment

FE ATURES
Myrtha RenovAction
Ultrafine Filtration
50m Pool Renovation
New Warm Water Pool
New Leisure Pool
New Adventure Play Course
New Plantroom



The refurbishment of the 50m pool and the construction of the warm water 
program pool were specified to be completed with Myrtha’s modular system. 
Using technology such as Myrtha’s is not only time saving but is very resilient 
to the environment. Myrtha RenovAction technology utilises low-profile, 
environmentally resistant stainless-steel panels to refurbish some, or all of 
a pool structure, reducing the need for often-significant demolition. Myrtha 
RenovAction was adopted to refurbish all four walls of the 50m concrete pool. 
The savings potential – in time, money, and environmental disturbance - to 
renovate a pool compared to demolition are significant.

To ensure the longevity of SWELL Palmerston - the facility and equipment, and 
the safety of patrons, Neptune Benson Defender Ultra Fine Filters were installed 
to all 4 pools. Utilising inert filter media, Defender filters have the ability to 
remove particles down to 1 micron in size - smaller than toxic Cryptosporidium 
spores that, while microscopic, are 4.5 microns in size. Ultra Fine Filtration 
technology also uses less water, less chemicals, less energy, has a smaller 
plantroom footprint compared to traditional sand filtration, making it an 
environmentally sustainable selection for excellent water filtration.

SWELL Palmerston opened to the public on December 17, 2023 and will have 
free entry to all until mid-2026.

“SWELL is set to deliver a 
state-of-the-art aquatic facility 
to our local community. There 
will be something for everyone 
bringing together wellness, 
entertainment, and social 
opportunities, and Council 
is proud of the community 
benefits that the project has 
delivered and will continue to 
deliver into the future” 
-City of Palmerston Mayor, 
Athina Pascoe-Bell 
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